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Preparation
 
Note :  The pages which the following instructions refer to are found after the pages with  

the procedure for the meeting, in the order suggested below. 

•	 Cut the 15 tickets from the pages marking the « Significant events in the life of Brother 
André». To help you put chronological events together again with the children (page 8), once the 
treasure hunt is over. 

•	 Hide the tickets in the location where this catechesis will take place. 
•	 Prepare one or two hints about where each ticket is hidden. A list can be drawn up and placed 

in the location, or a sheet can be prepared for each child, dividing among them the hiding places that 
are to be discovered. 

•	 Place a «treasure chest » Near the chest, place a candle along with a copy of the words to the 
song by Robert Lebel Brother André  for each child; provide the compact disc and a CD player, so 
the song can be listened to, if so desired. 

	•	 Make a puzzle  (to be put in the treasure chest) :
•	 On	cardboard	or	stiff	paper,	print	(preferably	in	colours)	the	stain	glass	window	of	Brother	
André	and	the	list	of	Brother	Andrés	words	(which	are	found	on	the	page	after	the	stain	glass).

•	 Glue	the	two	printed	pages	together,	one	on	the	front,	the	other	on	the	back;	if	the	printed	
pages are not rigid enough, a cardboard can be glued in between, to give the puzzle more body. 

•	 Cut	this	poster	into	as	many	pieces	as	you	want.
•	 Place	the	pieces	of	the	puzzle	in	the	treasure	chest	and	mix	them	up.

•	 Prepare copies of the complete puzzle for the children (to be given out at the end of the meeting).
•	 Print	the	stain	glass	image	of	Brother	André	on	the	front	of	a	sheet	of	paper	and	his	words	on	

the back; It is not necessary to print it on coloured paper.
•	 Provide	a	copy	for	each	child.

•	 Print for	each	child	the	page	Brother	André	(to	be	handed	out	at	the	end	of	the	meeting).

A hidden treasure

Objective
•	 To	discover	Brother	André,	the	person,	

through the events of his life. 

Method
•	 A	treasure	hunt
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Intended for
•	 Children	six	to
 twelve years of age

Approximate	duration
•	 75	minutes
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Procedure for the meeting 

1. Beginning

A) Short introduction :
 In Quebec and in around the world, as far away as Rome, 

we are preparing to get to know and to celebrate the great-
ness of a very humble man, Brother André, by declaring him 
a saint. That is why we are gathered today. 

B)	Brief	discussion	:	
 What do you know about Brother André? 
 What do you think a saint is?  
 
C)	Explain	the	suggested	activity:
 To complete our knowledge about the life of Brother André, 

we will embark on a treasure hunt.

2- Treasure Hunt
A)	The	children	are	invited	to	find	the	15	hidden	tickets	 

(each	one	representing	an	important	event	in	the	life	of	Brother	André)	 
using the clues prepared for this activity.

B)	At	the	end	of	the	treasure	hunt, assemble what each child has found, and put them 
together according to chronological events; the intact copy can be consulted « Chronology 
of importants events in the life of Brother André».

C) Discussion using the following questions:
 What surprised you or intrigued you, in the life of Brother André?
 What did you find was most important in his life?

A hidden treasure



4Pa
ge

 

 Office de catéchèse du Québec

3- Opening the treasure chest
 

	•	 After the discussion,invite the children to gather around the chest, and point out to them 
that,	in	this	chest,	we	find	the	richness	of	Brother	André’s	heart

•	 The chest is opened, with the help of one or a few of the children.

•	 Invite the children to put the puzzle together using the pieces that are found in the chest. 

4- Time for reflection 

•	 Invite the children to sit down around the chest. The candle can then be lit, and 
a	Bible	can	be	brought	in,	and	the	children	are	asked	to	quietly	reflect	for	a	short	time	on	these	
words	of	Brother	André:	«I	am	sowing	the	seed;	others	will	reap	the	harvest	later».	

•	 Read one of the two passages from the New Testament which these words of 
Brother	André	recall:	John	(Jn.	4,	36-38)	and	Saint-Paul	(1	Co	3,	5b-7).

•	 A	brief	period	of	silence	is	suggested	:
 As we think about the work of Brother André, at Saint Joseph’s Oratory, today we see the harvest of 

what he planted. We too, are invited to plant a harvest by the way we live with one another, and to 
be witnesses to the Good News, in the way that Brother André was

•	 Bring	this	time	to	a	close	par la chanson Je voudrais de Robert Lebel.
 

5- To bring home 

•	 Distribute to each child 
•	 a	copy	of	the	puzzle.	
•	 The	page	Brother	André	(Suggestions for activities to be done at home)

•	 Read with the children  the suggestions for activities to be done at home,  
and answer questions, if there are any.

•	 Explain	that	anything	they	discover	at	home	will	be	shared	during	the	next	meeting.

•	 Where possible, announce that parents, grandparents, godparents or others close  
to	the	children	can	be	invited	to	this	next	meeting.	 
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Significant events 
in the life of Brother André

Alfred Bessette was born August 9th, 
1845, in Saint-Grégoire d’Iberville

Alfred was the eighth child  
in a family of twelve. 

The father of Alfred, Isaac Bessette, 
died when he was crushed 

by a falling tree in 1857.

Orphaned at the age of 12, Alfred
was without money, or education.

Alfred worked as a farmhand, 
an apprentice shoemaker, 

baker, tinsmith and blacksmith.

$_ _ _

$_ _ _

$_ _ _

$_ _ _

for the treasure chest

$_ _ _

	Source	:	P.	Fernand	GAGNON	csc, La vie du frère André,  
selon ses propres paroles,	UMEN	I	digital,	Montréal,	2009,	p.	7.
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In 1863, at the age of 18, Alfred went to 
New England and worked 

in the textile mills.
He was bilingual, but had difficulty reading and writing.

 

In 1870, Alfred became a postulant, then a 
novice in the Congregation of Holy Cross.

Upon receiving the religious habit, he took the name of  
Brother André, in memory of his parish priest, André Provençal.

In 1872, Brother André made his first 
religious profession and was officially 

named the porter of Collège Notre-Dame.  
It was there that he began to receive and to visit the sick. 

Brother André would be porter for 38 years;  
but at the same time he worked in the laundry, 

in the sacristy and as a gardener, as a messenger 
and as a barber for the students.

$

$

$

$
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In 1904, with 200$ which was the result of 
charitable donations, and the 5 cent fees  received 

for college students’ haircuts, a wooden chapel 
was built on the mountain.    

Brother André would be porter at 
the Oratory for 28 years, 

from 1909 at 1937. 

Brother André died 
on January 6th, 1937, 
at 91 years of age.  

On June 12th, 1978, 
Brother André was 
declared Venerable 

by Pope Paul VI.

On May 23rd, 1982, 
Brother André was 
declared Blessed by 
Pope John Paul II.

On October 17th, 
Brother André 

is declared a SAINT by 
Pope Benedict XVI.

$

$

$ $

$ $
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Chronology of importants events 
in the life of Brother André
•	 Alfred	Bessette	was	born	August	9th,	1845,	in	Saint-Grégoire	d’Iberville

•	 Alfred	was	the	eighth	child	in	a	family	of	twelve.	

•	 The	father	of	Alfred,	Isaac	Bessette,	died	when	he	was	crushed	by	a	falling	tree	in	1857.

•	 Orphaned	at	the	age	of	12,	Alfred	was	without	money,	or	education.

•	 Alfred	worked	as	a	farmhand,	an	apprentice	shoemaker,	baker,	tinsmith	and	blacksmith.

•	 In	1863,	at	the	age	of	18,	Alfred	went	to	New	England	and	worked	in	the	textile	mills.	
	 He	was	bilingual,	but	had	difficulty	reading	and	writing.

•	 In	1870,	Alfred	became	a	postulant,	then	a	novice	in	the	Congregation	of	Holy	Cross.
	 Upon	receiving	the	religious	habit,	he	took	the	name	of	Brother	André,
 in memory of his parish priest, André Provençal.

•	 In	1872,	Brother	André	made	his	first	religious	profession	and	was	officially	named	the	porter	of	Collège	
Notre-Dame.	It	was	there	that	he	began	to	receive	and	to	visit	the	sick.	

•	 Brother	André	would	be	porter	for	38	years;	but	at	the	same	time	he	worked	in	the	laundry,	
 in the sacristy and as a gardener, as a messenger and as a barber for the students. 

•	 In	1904,	with	200$	which	was	the	result	of	charitable	donations,	and	the	5	cent	fees		received	for	college	
students’	haircuts,	a	wooden	chapel	was	built	on	the	mountain.				

•	 Brother	André	would	be	porter	at	the	Oratory	for	28	years,	from	1909	à	1937.

•	 On	June	12th,	1978,	Brother	André	was	declared	Venerable	by	Pope	Paul	VI.

•	 On	May	23rd,	1982,	Brother	André	was	declared	Blessed	by	Pope	John	Paul	II.

•	 On	October	17th,	Brother	André	is	declared	a	Saint	by	Pope	Benedict	XVI.

Source	:	P.	Fernand	GAGNON	csc,	La vie du frère André,
selon ses propres paroles, UMEN I digital, Montréal, 2009.

for the animator
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Brother André 
Text,	Music	:	Robert	Lebel

																																																																											Translation:	George	Klawitter,	c.s.c.

1. You were among the men
 For whom there is no boundary
 To hide in or pretend
 That you were made so grandly.
 There was a gift for you,
 A voice sent to a brother
	 From	God	above	who	knew
 This son needed a Father.

2.	 Saint	Joseph	truly	was	
 A man of hope and gentleness
 To whom you went because
 It seemed your daily business
 And when you said to us
	 “Have	confidence	in	Joseph,”
 We know that we can trust
 The one who is not blind or deaf.
 You see inside our hearts

Re
fr

ai
n

Simple, poor, humble brother,
With	a	great	heart	for	the	Kingdom.
Simple, poor, André!
In your goodness, think of us here.

3.	 As	one	who	reads	an	open	book.
 The tears, the fears, the doubts
 Lie ready for your kind look
 And when your smiling eyes
 Seem ready to predict it, 
 The future melts our cries,
 A laugh to contradict it.

4.	 They	came	from	everywhere,
 From villages, from cities,
 To gather way up there,
 The mountaintop that pities
	 Our	needs	because	of	you
 Whose faith become our wonder,
	 So	happy,	joyful	too,
 We witness light and thunder.





« I am going to pray for you. 
Pray to Saint Joseph. »

« Entrust all your troubles  
to Saint Joseph. »

« In prayer we speak  
to God as a friend. »

« The door to heaven is  
Jesus’ heart. The key to the 
door is prayer and love. »

 « The servant is not above 
the Master. »  Brother André 

listens to God.

« We must ask for faith,  
pray to obtain it. »

« What do you want me to 
do for you? » Brother André 

listens to the people.

« What brings me consolation 
is that after a large trial, the 
Oratory greatly develops. »

Brother André 
listening to events

 « I encounter many  
difficulties. » « Do they 

discourage you? » 
He answers: « No ».

 « I am sowing the seed ; others 
will reap the harvest later »

« I would die 
to save the world. »

When the oratory was being 
built, Brother André said:

« If Saint Joseph wants a home,  
he will find and provide us  

with the means to build it. »

 « I am a man just like you; it is Saint 
Joseph who will help you.  »

« I am an instrument in the hands 
of Providence, Saint Joseph’s poor 

instrument. The good Lord uses this 
instrument to do his work.  »

 « To love the good Lord it is not
necessary to be well-educated. It is 
only necessary to deeply desire it. »

« The love which our Lord 
had during his Passion shed light

 on God’s love for us. »

Brother André took extreme care 
in welcoming the people who pressed 

around him. He spent long hours 
in his office where thousands of 

people came to see him. 

« Here, more than anywhere, 
it was important that 
the poor came first. »

Source	:	P.	Fernand	GAGNON	csc,	La vie du frère 
André, selon ses propres paroles, UMEN I digital, 
Montréal, 2009.
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Suggestions for home activity

Brother André
Looking at Brother André’s values

•	 With	your	parents	or	grandparents,	read	Brother	André’s	words	 
(on the back of his picture).

•	 Search:	What	values	did	you	find	that	were	important	to	Brother	André?
•	 Draw	these	values	on	your	paper,	underneath	the	words	which	go	with	them.
•	 Talk	about	these	values	with	your	parents	or	grandparents:	Which	of	these	values	are	
important	to	your	family?

To learn more about Brother André you can :

•	 Ask	your	parents,	grandparents,	godparents	or	other	people	who	have	spoken	about	
Brother	André,	who	liked	him,	or	who	may	even	have	known	him	what	they	know	
about him; 

•	 Visit	Saint	Joseph’s	Oratory	of	Mount	Royal	as	a	family;	
•	 Consult	some	of	the	websites	suggested	in	the	list	on	the	website	of	 
l’Office	de	catéchèse	du	Québec	:

 www.officedecatechese.qc.ca/frandre
	 Visit	the	website	of	l’Office	de	catéchèse	du	Québec	 
to	find	site	references,	books,	DVDs.

TEXTS PHOTOS

REPORT

References POUNDS
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Preparation

 Note : The pages which are referred to in these instructions are found following  
the Procedure for the Meeting , in the order suggested below.

•	 Photocopy the words to the song Brother André, by Robert Lebel for each child. 
(See the previous catechesis).

•	 Print,	for	the	animator,	the	page	entitled	The	Values	Presented	 
in	Brother	André’s	Words.

•	 For the activity	concerning	Brother	André’s	values,	choose	one	of	the	following	:
 1st choice : A huge heart

•	 On	the	first	(in	a	vivid	color),	cut	eight	(8)	doors	(cut	3	sides	of	each	door	and	fold	
the	4th in such a way that the door can open and close). 

•	 Glue	the	second	heart	(made	in	a	light	color)	behind	the	first,	avoiding	gluing	the	
doors, and in line with each of the doors write one of the eight (8) values from the 
following list :
PRAYER TRUST HUMILITY / SIMPLICITY
LOVE	OF	GOD	 ABILITY	TO	LISTEN	 PERSEVERANCE
GENEROSITY	 WELCOMING

 2nd choice : Doors to be hung up
•	 On	a	sheet	(8,5X11),	draw	a	door	that	is	half	open	and	make	8	copies	of	it.
•	 On	each	one	write,	in	the	opening	of	the	door,	one	of	the	values	listed	above.

A shared treasure

Secondm
e
e
tin

g

Objectives
• To discover the values witnessed by the 

life	of	Brother	André.
•	 To	listen	to	the	calls	from	the	Gospel	to	

which	Brother	André	dedicated	his	life	
and which still concern us today.

Intended for
•	 Children	6-12	years	of	age		
•	 If	possible,	invite	the	parents,	 

grandparents, godparents.  

Method
•	 Share	the	fruit	of	the	research	on	

Brother	André;	his	life,	his	values	
•	 To	listen	and	to	share	 

the	Word	of	God
•	 Collective	production
 

Duration
•	 75	minutes
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•	 Prepare	a	«	Corner	for	the	Word	of	God	»	:	Bible,	candle,	cushions	on	which	to	sit,	etc.

•	 Print the sheet	«Listening	to	the	Word	of	God!	»	for	each	child,	and	place	the	copies	near	the	
«Corner	for	the	Word	of	God»;	provide	lead	pencils	and	erasers	for	each	child.	

•	 Gather	the	materials	needed	for	a	group	project,	ex:	poster	paint,	crumpled	 
tissue paper, scissors, glue…

•	 Prepare a copy of :	Activities	organized	by	the	Oratory	concerning	the	canonization	 
of	Brother	André	for	each	child.

Procedure for the meeting
 

1. The beginning

•	 Welcome the children when they arrive, by opening the door for them  
(an	action	whose	significance	will	become	apparent	later	on).	

•	 As a link to	the	first	catechesis,	invite	the	children	to	sing	«	Brother Andre » by Robert Lebel. 

•	 Sharing the results of	the	research	done	at	home,	to	get	to	know	more	about	Brother	André; 
if adults are present they are invited to participate :  

 What have you learned or discovered about  
Brother	André	since	our	last	meeting?	

2. Brother André’s values
A review of the values presented	through	Brother	André’s	words	 
(cf. Copy of the completed puzzle, given out during the last meeting) :
 

•	 invite the children to	name	the	values	which	they	discovered	in	reading	Brother	André’s	words;	
•	 gradually,	as	the	children	recall	a	value,	open	the	door	on	the	large	heart	OR	place	the	door	which	

corresponds to it, on the wall; 
•	 at the end of the sharing, if there are still values which have not been discovered, reread the 

words	of	Brother	André	with	the	children	and	dialogue	with	them	to	bring	out	the	values	found;	if	
necessary,	the	animator	may	use	the	information	of	page	16.	
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A shared treasure
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3. Listening to the Word of God

•	 Once	all	the values have been discovered and all the doors have been opened,  
proclaim loudly and clearly: 

 The doors are open;  
Let us enter the pathway to the Gospel!

 The children can repeat:

 The doors are open;  
Let us enter the pathway to the Gospel!

•	 Introduce	the	proclamation	of	the	Gospel	in these or similar words : 
 By entering the pathway to the Gospel as we have just proclaimed, we will encounter Brother André since 

the Word of God which we will now hear, echoed within his heart. 

•	 Invite the children to move to the «Corner	of	the	Word	of	God » and to sit down.

•	 Proclamation	of	the	Word	of	God	:
	 Read	,or	have	read,	the	Word	of	God	from	Matthew	25,	34b-45,	preferably	from	a	Bible.
	 Suggest	a	short	period	of	silence	for	the	children	after	listening	to	the	Gospel	passage.	

•	 Hand out the page,	Listening	to	the	Word	of	God,	As	a	group,	have	a	brief	discussion	on	the	Gospel	
reading using the questions that are suggested. 

•	 Repeat the refrain of	the	song	by	Robert	Lebel	«	Brother	Andre	»	(Appendix	1).
•	 Short conclusion, using the following:
 Matthew reminded his community that we can find the Lord through serving the lowly, the suffering. When 

we believe in Christ, we cannot allow the faces of our brothers and sisters to be disfigured by pain, injustice, 
violence, sadness...We work with all those who want to change the world in keeping with our gifts and tal-
ents. When we act in this way for everyone’s well-being, we show our fidelity to Christ as Brother André so 
faithfully lived out. 

4. Group project

•	 At the end of the session,	the	children	are	invited	to	express,	through	a	group	project,	what	they	can	
remember	from	the	life	of	Brother	André.	If	adults	are	present,	they	are	encouraged	to	participate	as	well.

 

•	 This	project	can be presented to the Christian community during the gathering of the Sunday 
Assembly	to	focus	the	attention	of	the	local	community	on	the	canonization	of	Brother	André.	

•	 Hand out to the children and their families, the information regarding the activities organized 
by the Oratory concerning the canonization of Brother André. 
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PRAYER
«	I	am	going	to	pray	for	you.	Pray	to	Saint	Joseph.	»

«	Entrust	all	your	troubles	to	Saint	Joseph.	»
«	In	prayer	we	speak	to	God	as	a	friend.	»

«	The	door	to	heaven	is	Jesus’	heart.	The	key	to	the	
door is prayer and love. »

TRUST
When the oratory was being built,  

Brother	André	said:
«	If	Saint	Joseph	wants	a	home,	he	will	find	and	

provide us with the means to build it. »
« We must ask for faith, pray to obtain it. »

HUMILITY / SIMPLICITY
« I am a man like you;  

it	is	Saint	Joseph	who	will	help	you.	»
« I am an instrument in the hands of Providence, 
Saint	Joseph’s	poor	instrument.	The	good	Lord	

uses this instrument to do his work. »

LOVE OF GOD
« To love the good Lord it is not necessary  

to	be	well-educated.	 
It is only necessary to deeply desire it. »

« The love which our Lord had during his Passion 
shed	light	on	God’s	love	for	us.	»

ABILITY TO LISTEN
« The servant is not above the Master. » 

Brother	André	listens	to	God.
«	What	do	you	want	me	to	do	for	you?	» 
Brother	André	listens	to	the	people.	

« What brings me consolation is that after a large 
trial,	the	Oratory	greatly	develops.	»
Brother	André	listening	to	events.	

PERSEVERANCE
«	I	encounter	many	difficulties.	»	 
«	Do	they	discourage	you?	»	

He answers: « No ».

GENEROSITY
« I am sowing the seed;  

others will reap the harvest later ». 
« I would die to save the world. »

WELCOMING
Brother	André	took	extreme	care	in	welcoming	

the people who pressed around him.  
He	spent	long	hours	in	his	office	where	thousands	

of people came to see him. 
« Here, more than anywhere, it was important 

that	the	poor	came	first.		»

The values present in
Brother André’s words

for the animator

Source : P. Fernand GAGNON CSC, La vie du frère André,  
selon ses propres paroles, UMEN I digital, Montréal, 2009.
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Listening to 
the Word of GOD !

Matthew 25, 34b-45

Do you know anybody who lives 

out	this	Gospel	te
xt?

How did Brother André put this into 

practice	during	h
is	life?

For you, what is the most important phrase, 

the	key	phrase	in	
this	text?

Find all of the words which 

speak	of	suffering
	:

Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Fa-
ther, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was 
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was 
a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and 
you	took	care	of	me,	I	was	in	prison	and	you	visited	me.”	Then	the	righteous	will	answer	
him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave 
you	something	to	drink?	And	when	was	it	that	we	saw	you	a	stranger	and	welcomed	
you,	or	naked	and	gave	you	clothing?	And	when	was	it	that	we	saw	you	sick	or	in	prison	
and	visited	you?”	And	the	king	will	answer	them,	“Truly	I	tell	you,	just	as	you	did	it	to	
one	of	the	least	of	these	who	are	members	of	my	family,	you	did	it	to	me.”	Then	he	will	
say to those at his left hand, “You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal 

fire	prepared	for	the	devil	and	his	angels;	for	
I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I 
was a stranger and you did not welcome me, 
naked and you did not give me clothing, 
sick	and	in	prison	and	you	did	not	visit	me.”	
Then they also will answer, “Lord, when was 

it that we saw you hungry or thirsty 
or a stranger or naked or sick or in 
prison,	and	did	not	take	care	of	you?”	
Then he will answer them, “Truly I 
tell	you,	 just	as	you	did	not	do	 it	to	
one of the least of these, you did not 
do	it	to	me.”	
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